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      The Newsletter for Marshall University                                   January 22, 2020 
 
 
Marshall announces events to come for Black History Month 
Marshall University and its Dr. Carter G. Woodson Lyceum have announced that Vice Adm. Dr. Jerome 
M. Adams, Surgeon General of the United States, and Dr. Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, chair of the 
history department at Harvard University, will each headline one of more than a dozen major events  in 
observance of the 2020 Black History Month at Marshall University and in the Tri-State area. 
 
In announcing this year’s program, Burnis R. Morris, director of the Woodson Lyceum, said, "Our 
speakers and events commemorate important periods in American history and demonstrate their 
significant impact on lives of individuals across all segments of society. Both Dr. Adams and Dr. 
Higginbotham also are significant role models for our students, faculty and staff, as well as people off 
campus." 
 
Higginbotham will deliver the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Lecture at 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, in the Shawkey 
Dining Room in Marshall’s Memorial Student Center, and Adams will celebrate black history from a 
personal perspective, as well as share his priorities as "The Nation’s Doctor" at 4 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 13, 
in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center. 
 
As a vital part of the greater Tri-State community, Marshall University is proud to offer a broad range of 
enriching programs and activities in recognition of the legacy of  MLK, Jr. and National Black History 
Month 2020, said Maurice Cooley, interim vice president of Student Affairs and associate vice president 
of Intercultural Affairs. 
 
"Considering the wide range of inspiring and culturally stimulating offerings, we anticipate that our 
community will find many occasions to join us over the coming weeks," he said. "You will surely find 
many opportunities for intellectual growth, improved cultural awareness and sensitivity, collaboration, 
and social enjoyment." 
 
The Woodson Lyceum also has made other significant announcements involving support for K-12 
teachers, journalism education and observance of Black History Month. Among the announcements are 
the following: 
 
• A major grant from the West Virginia Humanities Council for a summer institute for K-12 
teachers to examine the study of black history and better integrate its study within their lessons. 
This is the third institute with major funding from the Humanities Council. Previously, The 
Woodson Lyceum held institutes in 2017 and 2019. The new Institute on Black History 
Instruction is scheduled for June 15-19, 2020. In addition to the grant, the program is made 
possible through support from Glenwood Foundation and other Woodson Lyceum resources, 
including Marshall University’s College of Arts and Media, College of Education and 
Professional Development, Intercultural Affairs, W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications. 
 
The Woodson Lyceum encourages applications from West Virginia teachers of grades K-12 who 
teach courses in history, art, social studies, music and language arts. Instruction includes sessions 
on history, literature, music and dance. Teachers will take field trips that involve spending full 
days at the Glenwood Estate and the West Virginia State Archives in Charleston. Participants will 
receive $500 stipends, and their tuition for three graduate professional development credits will 
be covered by the program. Applications from previous participants also will be considered. 
Apply by 5 p.m. Friday, March 13. Details are available 
at http://www.marshall.edu/woodsonlyceum. 
 
• The 12th annual high school journalism workshop, sponsored by the W. Page Pitt School of 
Journalism and Mass Communications, will take place June 22-25, 2020. Students from grades 9-
12 are encouraged to apply. Students will study writing, reporting, film making, sports, law of the 
press and social media. Apply by 5 p.m. Saturday, May 30. Information is available 
at http://www.marshall.edu/wooddsonlyceum. Contact: Burnis Morris, morrisb@marshall.edu. 
 
• Winners of the Annual Black History Poster Competitions at Marshall and Cabell County 
Schools. The selection committee is chaired by Sandra Reed, professor of art and design. 
 
 
College of Business to host CEO panel with leaders from 
Nike, Adobe and PayPal 
The Lewis College of Business and its Brad D. Smith Schools of Business will host the inaugural CEO 
panel of the Dean’s Distinguished Speaker Series at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 19, in Huntington’s historic 
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. 
 
This event offers an exceptional opportunity to hear from "C-suite" (top-level) executives and industry 
leaders on a variety of topics, in which they can offer tangible and applicable knowledge. The series will 
provide this opportunity to students of the college, as well as the Marshall and Huntington communities 
with insightful perspectives on effective leadership and taking advantage of opportunities. It is intended to 
provide dynamic discussions that cover a broad range of topics that influence the business world and 
bring lessons from executives from the boardroom into the classroom. 
 
The executive chairman of Intuit, Brad D. Smith, will serve as moderator during the afternoon discussion. 
John Donahoe, the president and CEO of Nike; Shantanu Narayen, the chairman, president and CEO of 
Adobe; and Daniel Schulman, president and CEO of PayPal, are expected to attend. 
 
This event is open to public. Registration is available online at www.eventbrite.com by searching "CEO 
Panel moderated by Brad D. Smith, Executive Chairman, Intuit." 
 
For information about the event, please call the Lewis College of Business dean’s office at 304-696-2316. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Memoriam: Dr. Zijian Xie 
 
Dr. Zijian Xie, director of the Marshall Institute for Interdisciplinary 
Research (MIIR) and professor at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine, passed away Jan. 17 following a long illness. 
 
Named director of MIIR in 2013, he was known internationally for 
his groundbreaking work to understand the behavior of cellular 
pathways and their relationship to cancer, renal disease and cardiac 
failure. 
 
He came to Marshall from the faculty of the University of Toledo’s 
College of Medicine, where he was a professor of physiology, 
pharmacology and medicine, and served as the co-director of the 
M.D./Ph.D. program. 
 
He earned a bachelor’s degree from the Nanjing College of Pharmacy in Nanjing, China, in 1982, a 
master’s degree in toxicology at the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences in Beijing in 1984 and a 
doctorate in pharmacology at the Medical College of Ohio (now University of Toledo) in 1990. 
 
At the time of his passing, he had authored or co-authored over 100 peer-reviewed manuscripts and book 
chapters. He also served as the principal investigator or co-investigator on National Institutes of Health-
sponsored research totaling over $10 million and international projects totaling more than $1 million in 
funding. His work also led to several patented applications for medical inventions and spin-off 
companies. However, throughout his illustrious 30-year career in academia, he most cherished the 
friendships he formed along the way with hundreds of former colleagues, collaborators, students, and 
staff. 
 
Xie is survived by his wife of 35 years, Yahong, and their children, Joe and Jeff. His immediate family 
also includes his mother, Liu Yan Qing, his sisters Min Min and Yong Hong, and his nephews and niece, 
Xiao Liang, Li Xin, and Xin Rui. 
 
A memorial link may be viewed at https://www.forevermissed.com/zijian-xie/about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall’s workplace campaign raises over $25K for United 
Way; 45% increase from 2018 
Marshall University has a long history 
of supporting United Way of the River 
Cities, and the 2019 workplace 
campaign is a great example of this 
community partnership. This year’s 
campaign raised more than $25,000, 
which is a 45% increase from the 
2018 workplace campaign. 
 
Carol Bailey, executive director of 
United Way of the River Cities, said 
the annual giving campaign is the one 
and only opportunity that every 
Marshall employee has to truly 
become a United Way partner. 
 
"We couldn’t be more thrilled at the campaign results," Bailey said. "It’s a direct reflection of the work of 
the committee members, who advocated on our behalf and shared the important and meaningful work 
accomplished by United Way of the River Cities." 
 
The amount raised during this year’s campaign exceeded the committee’s goal of $20,000, according to 
Bill Rosenberger, director of development at United Way. 
 
"In the past decade, this is the seventh time the university’s campaign has reached $25,000, which shows 
how much compassion Marshall employees have for the Tri-State community, particularly those in 
poverty who are most likely to access the programs and services funded or provided by United Way of the 
River Cities." 
 
Marshall President Jerome Gilbert said he is truly encouraged by the Marshall employees who see the 
value of United Way and its positive impact on our region. 
 
"I want to thank every employee who made a contribution whether it was a gift of time, money or service. 
We couldn’t do it without the workplace campaign committee, and their commitment to planning a series 
of successful events all aimed at raising awareness and funds for United Way." 
 
The 2019 campaign began with a kick-off event at Joan C. Edwards Stadium, featuring Simon Woods, the 
director of operations at the Boys and Girls Club. Simon told a story about a long-standing club program 
focused on after-school tutoring. 
 
"Several programs and services provided by or funded by United Way of the River Cities positively 
impact children in our five-county footprint,” Rosenberger said. “One day, some of those children may 
attend Marshall University. And Marshall’s own employees will have had a hand in meeting an 
immediate need or removing barriers to long-term success." 
Other events for the workplace campaign included a student-centered Halloweentown event and a STAR 
WARS Trivia Night. To learn more about the 2019 campaign, visit www.marshall.edu/unitedway. 
 
The 2019 workplace campaign was chaired by Will Holland, director of community outreach and 
volunteer services in the university’s Student Affairs office. Committee members included: 
 
• Brandi Jacobs-Jones, chief of staff/vice president of operations, Marshall University 
• Dr. Robert Bookwalter, dean, College of Liberal Arts 
• Tootie Carter, director of facility operations, Memorial Student Center 
• Dr. Gayle Brazaeu, dean, Marshall University School of Pharmacy 
• Dr. Kimberly Broedel-Zaugg, professor/chair, Marshall University School of Pharmacy 
• Megan Archer, assistant director of communications, University Communications 
• Dr. Kelli Johnson, instructional and reference librarian, Marshall Libraries 
• Leah Tolliver, director of Women’s Center/MU Wellness, Student Affairs 
• Dakota Maddox, director of student activities, Student Affairs 
• Dr. Michael Prewitt, dean, College of Health Professions 
• Burnis Morrris, journalism professor, College of Arts and Media 
• Terri Moran, assistant dean, Marshall University School of Pharmacy 
• Emilie Christenberry, student representative, Student Government Association 
 
—————– 
Photo: Representatives of Marshall’s workplace campaign committee presented a $25,000 check to 
United Way of the River Cities this morning. Back row, from left: Emily Christenberry; Gayle Brazaeu, 
Tootie Carter, Robert Bookwalter, Will Holland and Bill Rosenberger. Front row, from left: Kimberly 
Broedel-Zaugg and Carol Bailey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall alum’s photos of Russian people to be on display at 
South Charleston library 
 
Eric Douglas, an author, writer and photographer who is a 
Marshall alumnus, will have an exhibition of his 
photography on display in the Marshall South Charleston 
campus library beginning Friday, Jan. 24. 
 
Douglas said “Russia: Coming of Age” is a selection of 
images made in Russia between 1993 and 2008. In many 
cases, they are the same people or the same places, side 
by side. In others, the images represent similar things or 
the evolution from the post-Soviet period to the modern 
era. He will discuss his work in person at a presentation at 
the Marshall South Charleston library at 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7. 
 
The exhibition is scheduled to run until Tuesday, April 7. 
 
———– 
 
Photo: This photo by Marshall alum Eric Douglas shows one of his subjects in the current day (right), 
along with images made in 1993 and 2008. 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for Health Sciences Research Day extended to Jan. 
27 
The Office of Research and Graduate Medical 
Education has announced that the call for 
abstracts for Health Sciences Research Day has 
been extended to Monday, Jan. 27, 2020. 
 
The 32nd Annual Marshall University Health 
Sciences Research Day will held Friday, March 
6. Proposals from resident physicians, clinical 
fellows, postdoctoral scholars, medical 
students, pharmacy students, graduate students, undergraduate students and nursing students are welcome. 
 
• For more information 
• Don’t wait! Submit your abstract now. 
 
 
 
School of Music to continue MUsic Mondays series Jan. 27 
 
The School of Music will continue 
its lecture series, MUsic Mondays, at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 27, at the 
Cellar Door, 905 3rd Ave. in 
Huntington. The 2019-2020 series, 
titled "The B List," is exploring 
composers whose surnames begin 
with "B," culminating in the fall of 
2020 with an all-Beethoven series to 
commemorate the 250th anniversary 
of the composer’s birth. 
 
The first lecture of the spring, "Setting the Scene: Vincenzo Bellini and the Bel Canto Aria," will focus on 
the 19th-century opera composer Vincenzo Bellini and his beautiful melodies. Lead presenter Dr. Vicki 
Stroeher, professor of music history at Marshall, said Bellini was the quintessential composer of Italian 
bel canto opera. 
 
"His long, flowing melodies possess a rarity of beauty that simultaneously displays the singer’s virtuosity 
and captures the character’s psychological mood," Stroeher said. "But, the particular design of the scene 
within the opera also plays an important role in staging the aria’s emotional effect. We will look at the 
elements of bel canto melodies and the so-called ‘scene with aria.’" 
 
In addition, Stroeher said, Yohan Yi, bass member of the Metropolitan Opera Chorus, will attend the 
lecture. 
 
“I am excited that our Joan C. Edwards Distinguished Professor in the Arts, Yohan Yi, bass, of the 
Metropolitan Opera will be with us," she said. "Perhaps we can entice him to sing an aria.” 
 
The spring lecture series will continue at the same time and place on the following Mondays: 
 
• Feb. 17, "Seven Speakers on Love: Bernstein’s Serenade after Plato’s Symposium" 
• March 16, "Dance ‘til you’re Baroque: Bach’s Orchestral Suite No. 2" 
• April 20, "The Historiographical/Progressive Brahms: Listening Closely to His Symphony no. 4 
in E minor, Mvt. IV." 
 
Seating is limited. Participants are invited to arrive early to enjoy conversation and purchase 
refreshments. Donations of $10, payable at the door, are welcomed and go to support student travel and 
research in the music program. Checks should be made payable to Marshall University. 
 
For more information about MUsic Mondays, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Music to present Metropolitan Opera singer 
Yohan Yi 
The School of Music will host a visit from Metropolitan Opera singer Yohan Yi. He will give a master 
class to Marshall University voice students, which will be open to the public for viewing and a ticket-free 
event. 
 
It will take place at 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 27, in Smith Recital Hall. Participating in the class will be 
Marshall University voice students Zac Doss, Bailey Wilson and Cadence Weaver. 
 
Following the master class, Yi will also participate in MUsic Monday, scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Jan. 27 at 
Cellar Door, 905 3rd Ave. He is expected to perform opera arias there as part of the classical music 
presentation. The discussion will be led by Dr. Vicki Stroeher, professor of music history, and her 
presentation is titled "Setting the Scene: Vincenzo Bellini and the Bel Canto Aria." 
 
Seating is limited at Cellar Door. Participants are invited to arrive early to enjoy conversation and 
purchase refreshments. Donations of $10, payable at the door, are welcomed and go to support student 
travel and research in the music program. Checks should be made payable to Marshall University. 
Yi’s visit is funded in part by the Joan C. Edwards Distinguished Professors in the Arts Endowment with 
support from Marshall’s College of Arts and Media. 
 
Before Yi became a full-time member of the Metropolitan Opera chorus, he sang with the LA Opera, 
Merola Opera and Korean National Opera and won in the Opera Index Vocal Competition, the Loren L. 
Zachary National Vocal Competition, Connecticut Opera Guild Competition, Pasadena Opera Guild 
Voice Competition, and Heida Hermanns International Voice Competition. 
 
Yi is very busy as a full-time Metropolitan Opera Chorus member, said Dr. Alexander Lee, coordinator of 
voice studies at Marshall. 
 
"It is such a great pleasure to welcome him to Marshall University as a guest artist because Metropolitan 
Opera Chorus members perform 8 to 12 operas in a season, so it is very difficult to travel during the 
performance time," Lee said. "He has only two breaks during the season and he decided to use one of 
them to visit Marshall." 
 
For more information, call the School of Music at 304-696-3117. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MU Alert test to take place Jan. 30 
A test of the MU Alert 
emergency messaging system 
will be conducted Thursday, 
Jan. 30. 
 
Marshall community members 
who are subscribed to MU 
Alert are asked to be sure that 
they have received the message 
that morning. If a message has 
not been received by noon, a 
subscriber should review and 
update his or her contact 
information in the myMU/MU Alert Web interface. If this contact information was already correct, but a 
message was still not received, then an e-mail should be sent to mualert@marshall.edu with details on 
which contact method (text, e-mail, voice) did not work as expected. 
 
The most recent test of the system occurred Oct. 15, 2019. 
 
Members of the immediate Marshall community (students, faculty and staff) who would like to subscribe 
or update their information for this test are asked to visit www.marshall.edu/MyMU, log in, click on the 
MU Alert triangle and complete their subscription or update by 5 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29. 
 
The MU Alert system, which is operated by Marshall and delivered through the Blackboard Connect™ 
service, allows Marshall students, faculty and staff to provide several methods for the university to use 
when making emergency contacts. Most common are text messages, cell phone calls and e-mail. 
 
MU Alert is used solely for the purpose of alerting the Marshall University community in an emergency. 
Emergency notifications are limited to those concerning urgent health and safety concerns for Marshall 
University students, faculty or staff; or disruption of normal university functions due to weather, crime or 
other concerns. Alerts are issued to increase awareness about a criminal incident to promote safety and 
aid in the prevention of similar crimes. 
 
Marshall University officials determine if and when alerts related to criminal incidents are issued based 
on a number of factors, including when information becomes known. Alerts are sent when a serious crime 
occurs that demonstrates an ongoing threat to the campus community. The Marshall University Police 
Department reviews the known details of each reported criminal incident on a case-by-case basis with the 
safety of the campus community in mind. 
 
The following criteria are considered before issuing an MUAlert regarding a criminal incident: 
 
• Did a crime occur? 
• Did the crime occur on campus property or on other Clery reportable property? (More 
information about Clery reporting geographical areas is available in the university’s Annual 
Security and Fire Safety Report.) 
• Is the crime a Clery reportable crime? (More information about Clery reporting is available in the 
university’s Annual Security and Fire Safety Report.) 
• Is there a serious or continuing threat to the campus community? 
 
More information about the MU Alert system is available at www.marshall.edu/emergency/mualert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open Textbook Network faculty workshop to take place Jan. 
31 
Marshall faculty are invited to learn 
about reducing the cost of textbooks for 
their students at an Open Textbook 
Network Faculty Workshop featuring a 
presenter from the Open Textbook 
Network (OTN) Friday, Jan. 31, from 
12:30 – 3:30 p.m. in Drinko Library 
349. Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided. 
 
The workshop is sponsored by Marshall 
Libraries and Online Learning and the Center for Teaching and Learning. Registration is open until Jan. 
31. Please use the following link to reserve your spot. 
 
Dr. Joe Nowakowski, economics professor at Muskingum University, will present the faculty workshop 
and introduce attendees to open textbooks and the benefits they can bring to student learning, faculty 
pedagogical practice and college affordability. 
 
Participating faculty will be invited to engage with an open textbook in their discipline and have the 
opportunity to write a brief review. Reviewers will be compensated with a $250 stipend. Committing to 
adopt an open textbook is not required, but textbook reviewers must review an open textbook in 
applicable subject areas that could potentially be adopted for use in class. 
 
For additional information please contact Jingping Zhang at zhangj@marshall.edu or Larry Sheret 
at sheret@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
Deadline extended to Jan. 31 for Sarah Denman Faces of 
Appalachia award 
 
The purpose of this fellowship award, sponsored by the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Gender in 
Appalachia (CSEGA), is to promote scholarship on gender, race, and/or ethnicity in Appalachia.  The 
fellowship is awarded annually to a full-time Marshall University faculty member.  The Sarah Denman 
Faces of Appalachia Fellow, who is selected by the CSEGA Advisory Board and announced at the annual 
spring faculty meeting, receives a $3,000 cash award.  Fellows present their scholarship to the Marshall 
community in the spring of their fellowship year (Spring 2021). 
 
Application Process 
 
Marshall faculty members interested in being considered for the fellowship award should submit a 
professional vita along with a 1-2 page abstract of the proposed project. Please include a statement that 
clearly defines the scope of your work and explains how the fellowship will assist you in your 
research.  The research, which must emphasize gender, race, and/or ethnicity in Appalachia, may be 
a new project or a continuation of a project already underway. 
 
Please send application materials by e-mail to Mary Thomas at mthomas@marshall.edu by the extended 
deadline of January 31, 2020.   The award winner, as well as other applicants, will be notified early in 
the Spring 2020, semester. 
 
For additional information about the Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia Fellowship Award, contact Lori 
Thompson, assistant professor, at thompson39@marshall.edu 
 
Sarah Denman Faces of Appalachia Fellowship Award* 
 
2020– 2021 Academic Year 
 
EXTENDED DEADLINE JANUARY 31, 2020. 
 
*This award is funded by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Peter D. Ray named president of Cabell County Medical 
Society 
The Cabell County Medical Society has elected Peter D. 
Ray, M.D., to serve as president of its board of directors for 
the 2020 calendar year. 
 
Ray, a board-certified plastic and reconstructive surgeon at 
Marshall Health, is an associate professor of surgery at the 
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
He joined the school in 2015, bringing specialized care in 
cleft and craniofacial surgery to the region. In addition to 
his academic and clinical responsibilities at Marshall, Ray is 
a colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves and works as a medical 
operations officer for the 5th Medical Brigade. He has traveled the world to perform surgery in 
underserved countries. 
 
Ray said the medical society will focus on enhanced public awareness, education and clinical attention to 
issues related to infant mortality and life expectancy in rural and underserved areas during the first part of 
2020. 
 
Founded in 1903, the Cabell County Medical Society is one of the oldest organizations of its kind in the 
country. With a membership of over 250 physicians and medical students, the medical society is 
dedicated to improving the health of West Virginia and the region. 
 
"Dr. Ray cares deeply about the community. He’s passionate about caring for his patients and has the 
leadership skills needed to champion the work of this proactive organization," said Elizabeth Jenkins, 
R.N., Cabell County Medical Society executive director. 
 
The mission of the medical society is to "encourage and develop acquisition of medical knowledge and 
the prosecution of medical research, elevate the standards of medical education and stimulate interest in 
matters of public health." 
 
Ray was installed as president during the Jan. 16 meeting of the Cabell County Medical Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National institute partners with Marshall, Dept. of 
Education to gauge quality of state’s early learning 
programming 
Researchers from the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) have partnered with the 
West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) and Marshall University’s College of Education and 
Professional Development to conduct a multi-year study to determine the long-term impact of high-
quality early learning programming on later student achievement. Nearly 800 children from seven West 
Virginia counties are included in this initial study, with a planned expansion to additional counties in the 
upcoming school years. 
 
“The College of Education and Professional Development is fortunate to collect data for the WV 
Universal PreK study alongside the WVDE and NIEER  over the last five years,” said Dr. Mindy 
Allenger, associate professor of literacy education and principal investigator of the grant for 
Marshall.  “Our teacher education courses at Marshall University are grounded in research and best 
teaching practices, so this contribution to the study of preK children and learning is invaluable.  I look 
forward to the results of this study positively affecting many classrooms, teachers and children.” 
 
The study aims to determine how children who attend a West Virginia Universal Pre-K program fare in 
the areas of math, language, literacy and social skills compared to those children who did not attend a 
West Virginia Universal Pre-K program. The study also aims to determine the overall quality of 
programming in early grades. 
 
"The West Virginia Universal Pre-K program has continuously engaged in initiatives to increase quality 
and effectively support children," said Dr. Milagros Nores, NIEER’s co-director for research, who also 
serves as the principal investigator for the West Virginia study. "We engaged with this longitudinal 
evaluation to understand children’s preschool through grade 3 progress and support the West Virginia 
Department of Education’s continuous improvement efforts." 
 
NIEER recommends that pre-k through grade 3 instructional leaders and educators provide a strong and 
purposeful focus on instructional supports to provide children with regular opportunities to engage in 
higher-level thinking skills, such as problem solving and questioning.  The study also notes that 
professional learning should be tailored to differentiate learning for children to ensure that the gains found 
in pre-k can be sustained into kindergarten and beyond. 
 
"We are extremely pleased to have the opportunity to partner with NIEER with this study highlighting 
specific information about how we can help make systemic improvements to ultimately increase student 
achievement across all grade levels," said Dr. Steven Paine, West Virginia superintendent of schools. "It 
is critical that we begin to address gaps in achievement early through a comprehensive approach that 
looks at the whole child—not just their academic development." 
 
Preliminary findings have been provided by NIEER to assist the WVDE’s Office of Early & Elementary 
Learning as they work with districts, schools and collaborative partners via the WVDE’s pre-k through 
grade 5 Taskforce on a Comprehensive Approach to Early & Elementary Learning to design an 
infrastructure of support for school districts and schools to make needed improvements. 
Additionally, NIEER recommends focusing on improving classroom environments, instruction and 
learning opportunities for children in ages pre-k through grade 3, and that pre-k through grade 3 
instructional leaders and educators provide a strong and purposeful focus on instructional supports to 
provide children with regular opportunities to engage in higher-level thinking skills. 
 
The lessons learned and recommendations from this study are being utilized to further develop systems of 
support to positively affect pre-k through grade 3 programming statewide. 
 
 
 
 
Marshall receives $98,809 NEH grant to increase Clio 
accessibility for visually impaired 
The Marshall University-founded history app, Clio, has received a $98,809 
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities this month to improve 
accessibility of the app for users who are visually impaired. Clio will 
collaborate with the American Foundation for the Blind on the project. 
 
The Digital Humanities Advancement Grant is being presented to the 
Marshall University Research Corporation for a project titled, "Accessibility 
in Digital Humanities: Making Clio Available to All," conducted under the 
leadership of Clio founder Dr. David Trowbridge, an associate professor of history at Marshall. 
 
Clio (https://www.theclio.com) is a website and mobile app that allows educators and cultural institutions 
to design mobile tours for exploring local history and culture. The GPS-guided mobile app provides its 
users with information and photos and allows them to hear interviews and experience walking tours 
detailing historic sites in the vicinity. It features thousands of historic locations throughout the United 
States. 
 
Partnering with the American Foundation for the Blind, Trowbridge and the team of local software 
engineers who built Clio will review each aspect of the educational website and mobile application for 
accessibility. Trowbridge will also work with Marshall University faculty and students as well as former 
AmeriCorps members who served with Clio via Preservation West Virginia throughout the year as they 
test features and build accessible guides and instructional videos. 
 
As more universities, historical societies, museums, libraries, and other organizations use Clio — which 
is designed with the help of Strictly Business in Huntington — to connect residents and visitors to the 
history and culture of their communities, Trowbridge and his team say they hope that these guides and 
videos will ensure that everyone will have the chance to contribute and utilize Clio. Trowbridge also 
hopes that Clio will be a model for other digital humanities projects. 
 
"By building an accessible website and native application, we hope to make it possible for millions of 
Americans with vision loss to discover and enjoy immersive and location-based humanities scholarship 
that includes audio narration and oral histories," Trowbridge said. "New features will include an 
expansion of our current text-to-speech feature and more options for users to make text fields accessible 
by allowing users to alter the size, font, color, and contrast of each text-based section. We will also add 
alt-text fields and other features as identified by the digital accessibility experts at AFB." 
Each day, Clio connects over 5,000 people to nearby historical and cultural sites. Clio is nonprofit and 
free for everyone, with a library of historical and cultural sites that has grown to over 30,000 entries and 
over 600 complete walking tours. 
 
"Clio is a fantastic public history resource for anyone with a mobile device," said Dr. Robert Bookwalter, 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts at Marshall. "Dr. Trowbridge has created a widely accessible public 
history museum that we can access in the palm of our hand.  This NEH grant is making it possible to 
enrich the content and make information available to a broader range of users.  I am grateful to the NEH 
for their support, and to all of the contributors to Clio who have made it a valuable tool for learning about 
our communities and our culture." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 29, 2020. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by noon Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2020. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-22-2020 . 
